AGENCY ACTIVITIES

ARTECIT YA 12.11.2015 - 23.01.2016

THESSALONIKI

Envisioning the City of Tomorrow

2014 - 2018

www.artecitya.gr

/ BERLIN / STRASBOURG / PARIS / GDANSK / LJUBLJANA / NICOSIA / PRAGUE

ABOUT

Creative
Europe
Culture

ARTECITYA

Bringing together the talent of the artist, the
creativity of the entrepreneur, the vision of the
investor and the aspirations of the local authorities.

In Thessaloniki, ARTECITYA is organised by
Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki and artistically
directed by ArtBOX.gr. Towards the realisation of
the program’s goals, the two institutions propose
the establishment of the ARTECITYA AGENCY*, a
device that aspires to become a lever of artistic
creativity, entrepreneurial ingenuity and innova-

tion, and a springboard for the city’s creative
cluster. The ARTECITYA AGENCY is addressed to
artists, designers, architects and creative
initiatives, through the planning - concept-wise -
and supporting -fundraising-wise and
implementing-wise- artistic and creative projects
that aim towards establishing our everyday
relationship with creativity, ultimately urging us to

renegotiate our everyday relationship with the city.

Our ultimate goal is for these activities to become
agents towards the transformation of Thessaloniki
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into an innovative centre of cultural renewal
internationally.

* Artecitya Thessaloniki adopts the term Agency as
the capacity of an individual or entity to engage
with the world and act within it independently but
also in relation and as a reaction to society’s
structural limitations. Under this light, the Agency
becomes an enabler, a trigger, a springboard, an
emancipator.

First Public Presentation

23.11.2015\ 18:30

Artists: Giorgos Gyparakis, Alexandros Psychoulis,
Theodoros Zafeiropoulos
Consulting curator: Sotirios Bahtsetzis

Goethe’s Dream is the first large-scale project by the ARTECITYA
THESSALONIKI AGENCY. It includes three works - commissions to artists
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Giorgos Gyparakis

Giorgos Gyparakis redesigns the outdoors forecourt of
Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki’s building complex,
transforming it into a garden that is truly experienced
by the visitors and that creates the conditions for the
public to interact with it. The goal is not to design a
garden that mimics the natural landscape; rather, to
create the circumstances so that this garden grows
naturally, as time goes by, around three basic,
functional axes: main route-pathway, square, seating
micro-environments.

Alexandros Psychoulis

Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki’s café is turned by
Alexandros Psychoulis into a site of experience and
interaction. Using the optical illusion animation
technique, without the interference of digital media,
the installation transforms small and large surfaces
into moving images, while the services offered are
perceived as a kind of choreographed ritual.

Giorgos Gyparakis, Alexandros Psychoulis and Theodoros Zafeiropou-
los, who were invited to re-design the outdoors, public spaces of
Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki’s building complex. The three works
propose three contemporary artistic practices that, based on a critical
appropriation of artistic traditions, establish models of reaction against
the social stagnation of art. The three works -which, to a greater or
lesser extent, reference the Arcadian utopia, a popular theme in art
since antiquity and a source of inspiration for literary, philosophical and
artistic movements—- do not only address the aesthetics of
self-reflection, but also create ways of wide social interaction and
practices of everyday human life.

Theodoros Zafeiropoulos

Homeland is an exhibition of a collection of approximately
4.500 soil (Land) samples, offered over the next three
years by participants who have collected them from the
place each one of them considers his/her homeland
(Home). During specially conceived workshops the
participants, using the rammed-earth technique, mold
and cast the samples into the recesses of the wall that
divides Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki and the Folklife and
Ethnological Museum of Macedonia Thrace. The project’s
central goal is to bring citizens of all social groups in

contact with the primal and symbolic materiality of the
soil (ground). A specially designed website will host the
relevant information and data, functioning as a universal
interactive communication channel (portal).

12.11.2015 -

the Unlearning.seig 201 208

MisEabeulture: lectures +workshops

Series of lectures and workshops that aim to provide the knowledge,
tools and inspiration to develop contemporary cultural practices, in
order to participate in the complex spatial state of today’s reality, using
the materials and tools of philosophy, critical geography, political
theory and contemporary art. The Unlearning Series is a concept by art
theorist Eleni Garoufalia, implemented in the framework of Artecitya
with the contribution of artist Rania Emmanouilidou (les yper yper).
The results of the workshops will be presented to the public in Spring 2016.

Thursday 12.11.2015 \ 18.00-20.00 Saturday, 28.11.2015 \ 11.30-15.00 Saturday, 16.01.2016 \ 11.30-15.00

Transmission In the Surround

Lecture by Eleni Garoufalia
Conversation with Helmut

Saturday, 5.12.2015 \ 11.30-15.00
Imig & Rania Emmanouilidou Y \

Saturday, 23.01.2016 \ 11.30-15.00

Shared Citizenship Shipped

Monday 23.11.2015 \ 11.30-15.00 Saturday, 12.12.2015 \ 11.30-15.00

The Encounter World Creating

The Unlearning Series is addressed to all members of the public, especially to young practitioners and students from the creative sectors.
For further information and to register please go to: www.artecitya.gr/unlearning.html.

2-4.12.2015

Innovation Gym is a research lab dedicated to the discovery of new ways
to invent and/or re-invent ideas, processes, products, policies and
infrastructures, through mind-shifting towards innovative thinking and
the use of existing knowledge and experience. Innovation Gym is a blend
of artistic and scientific practices/actions, applied in society for the
benefit of the people and the economy, whilst focusing on the aspect of
social impact. This practical crash course is always custom-made and
combined with a research on a specific topic on which it focuses each
time, and a study of the profile of the people attending.

Innovation Gym is developed in three steps:

1. How to get new and innovative ideas.

2. How to select and predict which of your ideas will succeed.

3. Design the blueprints and plans of your idea in a rapid-mapping
approach.

4.12.2015 \ 09.30-14.36%

Innovation Gym

Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki
(66 Vassilissis Olgas Avenue)

Innovation Gym is founded by multidisciplinary artist, innovation trainer
and engineer Achilleas Kentonis; it is realised in collaboration with
Artecitya partner ARTos Foundation (Nicosia, Cyprus).

Registration only event.
Addressed to cultural workers, young researchers, scientists, practitioners and students from the creatlve sectors.

For further inf n and to register please go'to: www.artecitya.gr/innovation-gym.htmi-
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28.11.2015

A virtual, artistic, performative
occupation of Goethe-Institut
Thessaloniki in celebration of the
institute’s 60th anniversary in
Thessaloniki.

2.12.2015\ 17.30
Key lecture by Oliver Beckmann (Social
Entrepreneurship Academy Munich)
Thessaloniki City Hall
with the British council.

11.11.2015 \ 21.00

Screening of the 1927 Fritz Lang movie,
with the original score re-orchestrated
and conducted live by Helmut Imig,
followed by a discussion between

23.11.2015 \ 18.30
Presentation of the Agency Activities

23.11.2015\ 21.00

String Quartet Concert by the
Leipziger Streichquartett

Helmut Imig and Eleni Garoufalia, in the
context of the introduction to The

Unlearning Series (12.11.2015 \ 18.00-20.00,

Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki).
Thessaloniki Concert Hall (M1)
with Thessaloniki
Concert Hall and the State Orchestra of
Thessaloniki. In the framework of the
56th Thessaloniki International Film
Festival.

Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki,
Auditorium

Olga Tabouris-Babalis
Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki



